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Synopsis

ACT I: The Piazzetta, Venice. 1750

"The Gondoliers" opens with the chorus of Contadine awaiting Marco and
Giuseppe, their favourite gondoliers, to come and choose brides. Marco and
Giuseppe ask to be blindfolded so that fate can decide their choice. After a
game of blind man's buff Marco catches Gianetta and Giuseppe catches Tessa.

The Duke and Duchess arrive with their daughter and attendant. They tell
Casilda that she was married, as a baby, to the infant future King of Barataria.
Casilda is devastated as she is in love with Luiz. The Grand Inquisitor of Spain
arrives with the news that the new ruler of Barataria is here in Venice, living
as a common gondolier with his supposed brother.

The Grand Inquisitor hears that Marco and Guiseppe are married and also that
they are republicans. He explains that one of them is king, but says royalty is
incompatible with their republican ideals. The gondoliers decide to sail
immediately to claim their kingdom jointly and "abolish taxes and make
everything cheap, except gondolas”. The girls are forbidden to accompany
them until the identity of the king is discovered. The gondoliers depart by
boat.

Act II: Pavilion in the Palace of Barataria

Act Il sees Marco and Giuseppe regally attired, in Barataria surrounded by
their court of gondoliers who are amusing themselves without any social
distinctions. On cue, Tessa and Gianetta run in, with the contadine. They are
enthusiastically welcomed, then they are interrupted by Don Alhambra,
horrified at the brazen lack of social distinctions. He reveals that one of the
two gondoliers is married to Casilda much to the horror of Tessa and Gianetta.

Finally all is resolved by Inez, the Infant Prince's nurse, who reveals who the
real Prince is in true Gilbert and Sullivan style.
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