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Orpheus and Eurydice...
in the Underworld!

by Gluck & Offenbach
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Synopsis

The action takes place, without any regard for credibility,
in unspecified ANCIENT TIMES.

Prologue — A somber Vault in the Underworld

At the end of the Gluck, Orpheus is about to kill himself, but Love appears...

ACTI: A Landscape near Thebes

Eurydice sings of her love for Aristaeus, and her husband Orpheus also shows he is
unfaithful. He warns her that Aristaeus will come to a bad end in the cornfield. She
discovers snakes in the cornfield and goes to warn Aristaeus, who reveals that he is
really the god Pluto. As they sing about love he lures her to the cornfield to be
bitten. They head off to Hades together. Orpheus is delighted, but Calliope insists
that they complain to Jupiter, so Icarus takes them to Mount Olympus in a hot air
balloon.

ACT II: Mount Olympus

The gods and goddesses are bored. Mercury tells them about events on Earth and
goes to fetch Pluto from Hades. The gods and goddesses stage a protest about
Jupiter’s hypocrisy, but pretend to be a happy family when Pluto arrives. Everyone
goes down to Hades to fetch Eurydice back.

ACTIII:  (a)®Pluto’s Den (b)Hades

Bacchus flirts with Eurydice, but Pluto arrives so he locks her up, as he was told to.
All the gods arrive and Cupid uses magic to open the door so Jupiter can meet
Eurydice. All the gods have a party and dance the can-can. Orpheus demands the
return of Eurydice and Jupiter says he can have her back only if he doesn’t look
back, but then throws a thunderbolt at him to make him look back. Pluto and
Jupiter fight over who will get Eurydice, but she chooses Bacchus, and the play
ends with general rejoicing.

There will be a short interval between Act I and Act 11



